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SYNOPSES OF IMPORTANT ARTICLES. 



The Prophecy of the Yirgin Mother.* Isa. 7:14.— The use of the word 
translated "virgin" in this passage to denote an unmarried person seems favored 
by biblical usage elsewhere. The phrase " thou shalt call," which is the better 
translation of the Hebrew qarath (cf. Jer. 3:4 ; Gen. 16:11 ; Isa. 60:18), recalls 
older and similar phraseology used in connection with the birth of Ishmael (Gen. 
16:11), Isaac (Gen. 17:19), Samson (Judg. 13:5,7). Isaiah was not addressing 
some woman there present, but was quoting a familiar phrase. The passage 
occurs in the midst of the prophetic discourse which might fairly be entitled The 
Discourse of the Three Children (Isa. 7-12). The Immanuel child in some respects 
is put on the same footing with the two other children. Ahaz is told that before 
a child, that moment conceived, can tell good from bad, Jehovah's promise will be 
fulfilled. But in other respects Immanuel stands apart in dignity and importance 
from the other two (Isa. 8:6-8 ; 9:1-6 ; 11). The promise of a child to be born 
wonderful in attributes and power would recall the promises to David. This 
sign to Ahaz would be understood merely as a repetition of those promises in a 
new form. It may be doubted whether Isaiah or any who heard him had in mind 
the idea of just such a person as Jesus, to be born of a virgin in some future 
century. 

The point of interest in this article is the relation sought to he established between the 
phraseology of the passage in Isaiah and that of earlier passages of Scripture. It may fairly be 
questioned whether there is anything more than accidental coincidence. The conception of 
prophecy is a thoroughly scientific and sensible one, though less account is made of the histor- 
ical situation than might reasonably be done. 



Immoralities of 0. T. Heroes, t— The problem of the paper is, How reconcile 
the immoralities of O. T. characters with the N. T» praise of them as virtuous 
saints? Some general principles are stated which will throw light upon it. (1) 
The Scripture biographers do not profess to be complete. A knowledge of the 
details of a crime might modify our opinion of the blackness of the offense. (2) 
Distinguish between Scriptural silence and Scriptural approval, when reading the 
candid and fearless accounts of the sins of saints. (3) Recall the low, infantile 
state of the ancient morality. Thus while not excusing we will be more just to 
the patriarchs. (4) The divine revelation of truth has been a process slowly 
unfolding. The character of Paul was impossible in the age of Abel with his 
light. (5) Distinguish between absolute truth and relative truth, or truth as it 
appears to God and truth as it appears to us under different circumstances. 
God's revelation is one of divine accommodation. Gloriously worthy as were 
many of the O. T. heroes and saints for their times, were they living now they 
would be denied membership in our churches and perhaps be inmates of our peni- 
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tentiaries. (6) As a matter of fact the sins of the O. T. worthies were punished. 
(7) Observe the trend of character. Never judge a man by spots. Let us, then, 
be lenient in judging O. T. heroes, while we are rigorous in judging ourselves. 
" To whom much is given, of him will much be required." 

Written in a charmingly clear and vivid style, this article presents positions which are 
strong, and, perhaps, near the truth of things, in view of the fact that conservative students 
will think that the writer has yielded too much while radicals will declare that he does not go 
far enough. It is worthy of a careful reading by all earnest students of the Scripture. 



Lost Writings Cited in the 0. T.* — One of the difficulties connected with the 
Old Testament is the large specific reference in portions of it to works now 
entirely unknown. These references when gathered show the existence of a large 
body of literature embedded in the O. T. This literature consists of 1) eight 
" Books " of annals cited forty-five times, or four if some of these are not inde- 
pendent works ; 2) seven " Histories " by specified authors, cited eight times ; 3) 
two " Commentaries," cited once each ; 4) one " Chronicle," cited once ; 5) one 
" Acts," cited once ; 6) two " Visions," cited each once ; 7) one " Prophecy," cited 
once; 8) one " Lamentations," referred to once ; 9) five "Miscellaneous Works," 
referred to ; there are therefore twenty-four titled lost works to be traced from 
references in the O. T. Some questions and problems suggested by this line of 
study : (1) several books of the O. T. are pure compilations finding their sources 
in these lost works, and the query arises whether more of them are not so like- 
wise, though not giving credit to these sources. (2) The earlier and later kings 
kept accurate records of their reigns. (3) The prophets were writers of history, 
secular and sacred, as well as of visions and prophecies. (4) The existence of 
these lost works explains references to events about which contemporary biblical 
history is silent, cf. downfall of Shiloh (Jer. 7:12,14 ; 26:6,9). (5) Writing was no 
new or late thing in Israel. 

A useful summary of facts which have been known in a more or less general way, but 
which the ordinary reader has not previously possessed in so detailed and so systematic a pres. 
entation. 



0. T. Criticism in the Light of N. T. Quotations, t— The study of the text and 
structure of the O. T. books has become wide-spread and fruitful. Yet the 
conclusions reached in this study have alarmed many who have held the unwar- 
rantable view that the Bible is perfect in form. Some critics are desirous of 
undermining the authority of the O. T., but there is a devout criticism also by 
which a clearer insight is to be given into the matter and manner of the Divine 
Revelation. In former days, Calvin and the men of his time accepted many of 
the results of criticism and yet in no wise undervalued Scripture. They distin- 
guished between the divine purpose of revelation and the fallible human agency. 
It is with the latter that criticism deals, and its operations need alarm no one. 
The use of the O. T. by our Lord and his Apostles shows that, while they were 
not concerned about the exactness of their quotations, they were profoundly 
conscious that the O. T. was profitable for instruction in righteousness. They 
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